
Minutes 

Town of Vermont Board Meeting 

June 12, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. – 4017 County Road JJ 

 

Call to Order and Certification of Notice Posting 

Called to order by Karen Carlock at 7:00 p.m. Agenda was posted on the town website, the door of Town 
Hall, emailed to the online subscribers and a meeting notice was published in both the Mt. Horeb Mail 
and News Sickle Arrow.  

  

Present: Todd Culliton, Mary George, Karen Carlock (Chair), Jenna Schmidt (Treasurer), Chris Christian 
(Clerk), Dough Meier and Scott Moe 

Approval of Agenda 

Karen Carlock requested that Item 16 be moved  ahead of Item 6. Todd Culliton moved to approve the 
agenda, Karen seconded and motion approved 5-0.  

Approval of Minutes 

Todd Culliton moved to approve April minutes, Mary George seconded and motion approved 5-0.  

Karen Carlock moved to approve May minutes, Todd Culliton seconded and motion approved 5-0. 

 

Chairman’s Report and Acknowledgments 

Thank you to Todd Culliton for running the hearing in Karen’s absence. No further chairman comments.  

 

Citizens’ Input 

Michael McDermott congratulated the Black Earth Children’s Museum and Karen Carlock on a successful 
grand opening.  

 

Allocation of Reserve Funds for Fire Department Purchases 

Mary George indicated the line of credit is $75,000. We owe $115,000+ so we would need $40,000 for 
the fire truck purchase. If we have extra cash, we may want to consider using it, or may want to talk to 
financial institutions. Money is needed January 1, 2018, and it could be six months until the truck is 



available. Karen will get a percentage breakdown, and suggested Black Earth establish a sinking fund on 
our behalf. Doug Meier indicated Black Earth has not discussed this.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Jenna Schmidt presented the monthly deposit summary and explained her handouts, including a pie 
chart. Her goal was to show how revenues to date compare to budget. Karen asked if total taxes were 
typical and Jenna indicated we have received 80% of our levied amount; we will get up to 100%. There 
was positive feedback on Jenna’s new presentation of data.  Todd moved to approve the treasurer’s 
report and Mary seconded, the motion being approved 5-0.  

 

Clerk’s Report 

Chris reviewed the check register and noted that the $10,000 check to Crack Filling Services was 
returned due to new signatures and the check was reissued. Chris announced that anti-ATC signs are 
available for a $5 donation. Scott moved to approve the clerk’s report and Todd seconded, the motion 
being approved 5-0.  

 
Payment of Bills 

Doug moved to approve payment of the bills, Mary seconded and motion approved 5-0. 
 
 

Vermont Cititizens ATC Committee Update 
 
Michael McDermott discussed new mailing from ATC with updated map. Survey responses are at about 
170 so far. Most do not want in Vermont, citing concerns with cost, environment and property value. 
Dane County and Iowa County have passed resolutions, Michael encouraged letter writing to Nikki Jones 
and Pat Downing. Michael noted that if we can get enough energy amongst towns, citizens, legislators, 
committees, etc., we might be able to move something. The application will not go in until sometime in 
2018, possibly the end of 2018. Todd asked what we can do as a board and Michael responded 
recruiting legislators and supporting meeting efforts. Sharon Gaskill noted that the governor’s race in 
2018 will make a difference and we need to keep up the noise.  
 

Citizens Broadband Committee Update 
 
John said that it is progressing and they are laying fiber.  

Alcoholic beverage license renewal and operators’ licenses for Tyrol Basin 

Todd moved to approve beverage license renewal and operators’ licenses for Tyrol Basin (Josh Faber 
and Kimberly Washburn), Mary seconded with motion passing 5-0.  



 

Alex McKenzie CSM, Turnaround and Easement Agreement 

Karen passed out CSM; a separate agreement as part of the deed would be necessary to make sure 
we’re covered with new owners if sold. Doug motioned for discontinuance to reestablish length at 
indicated property line and Todd seconded with motion being approved 5-0. Scott motioned for 
approval of CSM and Doug seconded with motion being approved 5-0. The easement agreement will be 
on next month’s agenda.  

Consideration and possible approval of Comprehensive Plan 

13 maps are not updated; Todd would delay approval until maps are in. There is dispute about wording 
that has been changed regarding farm accessory buildings. Wording has been changed to, “may not be 
subject to” but should perhaps remain, “are not subject to” to eliminate ambiguity. This change may 
have been a mistake as no one recalls a reason for it. It will be on next month’s agenda. Karen will ask 
county for maps.  

Patrolman, Fire District, EMS and Town Liaison Reports 

Jack reported on roads maintenance and he finished first round of mowing. He has a lot to catch up on 
after his leave. There was a new firefighter/EMS hire in February/March, he has since resigned and the 
position has been filled by the next person. There has been no discussion yet of a full time fire chief 
position. Architects are working two times per month with fire district and police department on new 
station. Architects meet monthly with building committee to go over plans and updates. Joint Public 
Safety Building Committee required after referenda to have single entity. Makeup of the committee is 
fire department, police department, village, and fire district board. There is no artist rendition yet.  

Commission Structure Proposal and Road Committee Appointments 

Karen made a motion to nominate Mark Sherven to join the Road Committee and Todd seconded, with 
the motion being approved 5-0. 

DRAFT Ordinance Relating to the Confidentiality of Information about Income and Expenses 
Requested by the Assessor in Property Assessment Matters in the Town of Vermont 

Todd asked if we should have Kay look this over and Karen agreed; it was drafted by WTA but it wouldn’t 
hurt to have Kay look at it. Doug motioned to adopt the ordinance and Mary seconded, with the motion 
passing 5-0. Todd reiterated that Kay should look at it and made an amendment to the motion to 
approve contingent on Kay’s approval. Karen will send on to Kay for review.  

Diesel Tank on Katz Property 

 



Discussion of whether to move our diesel tank which is on Katz property; Katz will list property for sale 
soon. We walked outside and discussed options. One of the considerations of moving tank or purchasing 
land is that Jack needs more storage space.   

Town of Vermont Quarries 

There is one quarry with no activity on Indian Trail, Moen Valley with conditional use, one more on F. 
There is only one inactive that could be reopened on the map. Karen indicated it is grandfathered in and 
there are no concerns.  

 

Deputy Positions and Compensation Structure 

Karen discussed appointing deputy positions for clerk and treasurer, it is recommended practice, unsure 
how to compensate. Does DCTA have any guidelines? Karen will put it on agenda.  

 

Archive and Meeting Document Storage Solution 

Planning Commission is already at maximum storage in Dropbox. Karen will get cost for more Dropbox 
storage and present next month.  

 

Annual Town Picnic 

Karen asked about any different ideas for a town get- together. Gary mentioned that he really enjoys 
the opportunity to meet with the community. The option of an ice cream social was discussed, 
potentially in October. The option of doing something at Tyrol but not involving a full meal was 
discussed. Doug will talk to Josh at Tyrol and get a feel for what he would like to do.  

 

Adjournment 

Todd motioned to adjourn and Mary seconded, with motion being approved 5-0 and meeting adjourned 
at 8:39 pm.  

 


